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Appleton Airport holds Snow Rodeo
Event preps teams to keep 7.5 million square feet of concrete clear in winter

(APPLETON, WIS.) Oct. 7, 2025— It may be 80 degrees and sunny and spots of autumn color are
showing on the trees, but crews at the Appleton International Airport (ATW) are already getting ready
for winter storms. On Wednesday, October 9 from 12:30-3:30 p.m., operations crews will hold the
airport’s annual Snow Rodeo.

During the Snow Rodeo, personnel are trained on all snow removal equipment on an obstacle
course marked with orange safety cones and barriers. During winter, crews are responsible for keeping
7.5 million square feet of runways, ramps, and lots clean and open for aviation. The rodeo puts crews
through their paces to ensure equipment is used correctly and safely which includes combo units
consisting of a 24’ plow truck and a 22’ long broom.

The team members go through annual training on the equipment, but the Snow Rodeo
refreshes their skills.

“Our goal is to familiarize the staff with equipment before the snow hits,” said David Ebben
airport operations supervisor. “For the new hires it reinforces the training they’ve already had and for
the veterans it lets them show off their driving skills.”

In addition to maintaining and operating the equipment, the airport keeps supplies such as
gasoline, deicer, and diesel fuel on hand in the event round-the-clock operation is required with no
ability to be resupplied.

“Who knows when winter snow will hit,” said Airport Director Abe Weber. “We are very proud
the airport has never closed due to snow or ice conditions thanks to our dedicated team of
professionals.” According to the National Weather Service, Appleton sees its first tenth of an inch of

snow by Nov. 15 and its first inch by Nov. 26. By about Dec 19, Appleton can expect 3” of snow but the
earliest recorded first snowfall was on October 10, 1990.

“Our guys are on call 365 days a year,” Ebben said. “No one wants to get up at 2 a.m. and deal
with snow, but our team takes pride in keeping our runways open and keeping the customers and airline
staff safe. We are proud we’ve never closed the airport in bad weather,” he said.

Airport snow removal is specialized: no road salt is used on the runways as it will damage the
exteriors of the planes. Instead, crews use a brine mixture designed to control ice and not damage
planes. In ramp areas, crews plow, brush, broom, and add sand to clear areas where jet bridges operate
and tugs push plans to deicing areas.

“It's not easy,” Weber said. “Snow removal on airport is high-stakes. Staff have several variables
to manage with the only goal of ensuring safe takeoffs and landings.”

The airport reviews a snow and ice control plan annually that specifies as soon as wet snow,
slush or dry snow accumulates, plow teams move into action and continue operation until storms end.


https://www.weather.gov/grb/FirstSnowfallsOfTheSeason

In the winter season, operations crews are always watching the weather patterns ahead of time and are
ready for impending storms.

“We make sure taxi ways and intersections are always open and based on the wind direction
there’s always a priority runway open,” Ebben said.

“In reality, as soon as we see snowflakes, our crews spring into action and start removing snow,”
Weber said.

Weber adds that each airline makes individual decisions on flying in winter weather and
cancelling or delaying flights; even different airplanes have individual tolerances for visibility and runway
conditions. As for the airport, it has never closed.
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About Appleton International Airport

Appleton International Airport connects our community to the world through American Airlines, Delta Air Lines,
United Airlines, Sun Country Airlines, and Allegiant Air. In addition to offering nonstop service to 22 destinations,
Appleton Airport connects to 13 major international airport hubs from which travelers can fly to almost anywhere
in the world. Using Appleton Airport, travelers can safely and more conveniently get to their destination and home
again, leaving them more time for what really matters. Appleton International Airport is the third largest airport in
Wisconsin according to arrivals and departures. Visit atwairport.com to learn more.
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